
This publication relies upon research conducted for The Ingalls Wilder Family Songbook,
edited by Dale Cockrell and published as volume 22 of Music of the United States of
America (MUSA) / volume 71 of Recent Researches in American Music (Middleton, Wis.:
A-R Editions, 2011). The editor is especially grateful to Richard Crawford, editor-in-chief,
MUSA; Dorothea Gail, executive editor, MUSA; Pamela Whitcomb, managing editor, 
A-R Editions, Inc.; and the American Musicological Society and the National Endowment
for the Humanities, both of which have generously supported the work of MUSA and this
publication.

Cover illustration: Harvey Dunn, After School. Image courtesy South Dakota Art Museum.

Published by A-R Editions, Inc.
8551 Research Way, Ste 180
Middleton, Wisconsin

© 2012 American Musicological Society

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by
any electronic or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information 
storage and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher. The purchase of 
this publication does not convey the right to perform it in public, nor to make a recording 
of it for any purpose. Such permission must be obtained in advance from the publisher. 

A-R Editions is pleased to support scholars and performers in their use of this music for
study or performance. Please visit our website (www.areditions.com) to apply for permission
to perform, record, or otherwise reuse the material in this publication.

Printed in the United States of America

ISBN 978-0-89579-752-0

∞� The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of the American
National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library
Materials, ANSI Z39.48-1992.



vii

C O N T E N T S

Preface  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iv

S o n g s  f r o m  “ L i t t l e  T o w n  o n  t h e  P r a i r i e ”

America  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
The Good Old Way  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Marching through Georgia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
The Ninety and Nine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Pull for the Shore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Rock Me to Sleep, Mother  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Sing a Song of Sixpence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Skidmore Guard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
The Star Spangled Banner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
What Shall the Harvest Be? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
The Whip-Poor-Will’s Song . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22



&
&
V
?

###
###
###

###

43

43

43

43

À

Ã

œ œ œ
My coun– try!

œ œ œ
My coun– try!

œ œ œ œ
My coun– try!

œ œ œ
My coun– try!

.œ jœ œ
’tis of thee,

.œ jœ œ
’tis of thee,.œ Jœ œ
’tis of thee,.œ Jœ œ
’tis of thee,

œ œ œ
Sweet land of

œ œ œ
Sweet land of

œ œ œ
Sweet land ofœ œ œ
Sweet land of

.œ Jœ œ
lib– er– ty

.œ jœ œ
lib– er– ty

.œ jœ œ
lib– er– ty.œ Jœ œ
lib– er– ty

œ œ œ
Of thee I

œ œ œ
Of thee Iœ œ œ
Of thee Iœ œ œ
Of thee I

&
&
V
?

###
###
###
###

À

Ã

6

.˙
sing.

.˙
sing.

.˙
sing.

.˙
sing.

œ œ œ
Land where my

œ œ œ
Land where myœ œ œ
Land where my

œ œ œ
Land where my

.œ Jœ œ
fath– ers died,

.œ jœ œ
fath– ers died,

.œ Jœ œ
fath– ers died,.œ Jœ œ
fath– ers died,

œ œ œ
Land of the

œ œ œ
Land of the

œ œ œ
Land of theœ œ œ
Land of the

.œ Jœ œ
pil– grims’ pride;

.œ jœ œ
pil– grims’ pride;

.œ jœ œ
pil– grims’ pride;.œ Jœ œ
pil– grims’ pride;

&
&

V
?

###
###

###
###

À

Ã

11 œ œ œ œ œ
From ev– ’ry

œ œ œ œ œ
From ev– ’ry

œ œ œ
From ev– ’ry

œ œ œ
From ev– ’ry

.œ Jœ œ
moun– tain side,

.œ jœ œ œ
moun– tain side,

.œ jœ œ
moun– tain side,

.œ jœ œ
moun– tain side,

œ œ œ œ œ
Let free– dom

œ œ œ jœ jœ
Let free– dom

œ œ œ œ
Let free– domœ œ œ

Let free– dom

.˙
ring.

.
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A M E R I C A
AnonymousSamuel Francis Smith (1808–95)

2. My native country! thee,
Land of the noble free,
    Thy name I love.
I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills;
My heart with rapture thrills,
    Like that above.

3. Let music swell the breeze,
And ring from all the trees
    Sweet freedom’s song.
Let mortal tongues awake,
Let all that breathe partake;
Let rocks their silence break,
    The sound prolong.

4. Our fathers’ God! to thee,
Author of liberty!
    To Thee we sing.
Long may our land be bright,
With freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by thy might,
    Our God, our King!
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Little Town on the Prairie, Chap. 8:  Fourth of July




