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9 . T H E A R K A N S A S T R A V E L E R

[?] Joseph Tasso (1802–87)

F i d d l e T u n e s

References

Little House in the Big Woods – “Christmas,” “Dance at Grandpa’s”
Little House on the Prairie – “The House on the Prairie”

Contexts

“The Arkansas Traveler” must have been one of Charles “Pa” Ingalls’s favorite fiddle
tunes, for it occurs more often in books by Wilder than any other. In a memorable pas-
sage, the extended family has gathered at Grandpa’s house in Wisconsin for a dinner
and dance; Pa was the featured fiddler. After warming up the room with “Buffalo
Gals,” Pa struck up “The Arkansas Traveler,” and everyone began to dance.

Suddenly Uncle George did a pigeon wing, and bowing low before Grandma he began
to jig. Grandma tossed her spoon to somebody. She put her hands on her hips and faced
Uncle George, and everybody shouted. Grandma was jigging.

Laura clapped her hands in time to the music, with all the other clapping hands. The
fiddle sang as it had never sung before. Grandma’s eyes were snapping and her cheeks
were red, and underneath her skirts her heels were clicking as fast as the thumping of
Uncle George’s boots.

The dancing soon became a contest to see who could dance the fastest and the longest.
Uncle George “jigged twice as fast”; but so did Grandma, while Pa’s bow “danced over
the fiddle strings.”

Grandma kept on jigging. Her hands were on her hips and her chin was up and she was
smiling. George kept on jigging, but his boots did not thump as loudly as they had
thumped at first. Grandma’s heels kept on clickety-clacking gaily. A drop of sweat
dripped off George’s forehead and shone on his cheek.

All at once he threw up both arms and gasped, “I’m beat!” He stopped jigging.

The other occasions on which the tune was invoked were also ones of jollity.

19



&

&

##
##
42

42

Moderatoœ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œœ œ

œ œ .œ œ

œœ œ œœ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œœ# œ

œ œ œ Jœ ‰

œœ œ œœ œ

œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œ œœ œ

V

&

&

##
##
##

6 ∑
œ œ .œ œ

œœ œ œœ œ

∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœœ œ œœœ œ

∑

.œ

œœ œ œœ ?

jœsolo

1. De

‰

‰

jœ jœ jœ jœ
Camp–town la– dies

‰ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇

Jœ jœ jœ ‰
sing dis song.

‰ jœœœ Œ
jœœ ‰ œœ

V

&
?

##
##

##

11 jœchorus

.œ
Doo–dah!

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ œœ˙

jœ œ jœsolo

doo– dah! De

œ œ œ Jœ ‰
œ œœ œœ ‰

jœ jœ jœ jœ
Camp–town race– track

‰ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇

Jœ jœ jœ ‰
five miles long.

‰ jœœœ Œ
jœœ ‰ œœ

œ
chorus jœ jœ

Oh! doo–dah

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ œœ˙

V

&
?

##
##

##

16

œ ‰ jœsolo

day! I

.œ ‰
œœ œœ œœ ‰

jœ jœ jœ rœ rœ
come down dah wid my

‰ œœœ œœœ œœœ
˙̇

Jœ jœ jœ ‰
hat caved in.

‰ jœœœ Œ
jœœ ‰ œœ

jœchorus

.œ
Doo–dah!

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ œœ˙

jœ œ jœsolo

doo– dah! I

œ œ œ Jœ ‰
œ œœ œœ ‰

3 3 . C A M P T O W N R A C E S

Stephen Collins Foster (1826–64)Stephen Collins Foster (1826–64)

59Concert/Theater  Songs



&
?

#

#

c

c

Andante con espressione..œœ jœœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Jœœ ..œœ ..œœ jœœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙ Œœ œ œ œ# œ
œ œ œ œ# œ Œ.˙

&

&
?

#

#

#

5 .œ
1.

jœ œ œ
Gold– en years are

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
pass– ing by,

œœ œœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

jœ .œ Rœ .Jœ Jœ Jœ
Hap– py, hap–py gold–en

jœœ ..œœ œœ ..œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙ Œ
years,

..˙̇ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&

&
?

#

#

#

9 .œ jœ œ œ
Pass– ing on the

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
wings of time, These

œœ œœ œœ œœb
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Jœ .œ .œ jœ
hap– py, gold– enjœœ ..œœ ..œœ jœœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙ Œ
years;

..˙̇ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

&

&
?

#

#

#

13

.œ Jœ œ œ
Call them back as

..œœ jœœ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ Œ
they go by,

..œœ
jœœ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ# jœ œ œ
Sweet their mem– ’ries

..œœ# jœ œœ# œœn
œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ Œ
are,

˙̇ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

9 7 . G O L D E N Y E A R S A R E P A S S I N G B Y

Will Lamartine Thompson (1847–1909)Will Lamartine Thompson (1847–1909)

245Parlor  Songs



&
?

#

#
86

86

Andantejœ
‰
œ jœ œ jœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ œ .œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ œ .œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰

&
?

#

#

5 .œ œ œ jœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ ‰
.œ œ œ jœ œ# ‰
œ œ œ# œ ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ
.˙

.œ œ œ œœ
œœ Jœœ œœ

&

&

&
?

#

#

#

#

(8)À

Ã
jœ

1. Ye

jœ
1. Yejœ
‰

œ jœ œ jœ
banks and braes of

œ jœ œ jœ
banks and braes of

œ jœ œ jœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ Jœ .œ œ jœ
bo– nie Doon, How

.œ œ jœ .œ œ jœ
bo– nie Doon, How

.œ œ œ .œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ jœ .œ œ jœ
can ye bloom sae

.œ œ jœ .œ œ jœ
can ye bloom sae

.œ œ œ .œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

&

&

&
?

#

#

#

#

À

Ã

12

.œ œ jœ jœ œ œ œ
fresh and fair? How

.œ œ jœ jœ œ œ œ
fresh and fair? How

.œ œ œ jœ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ ‰

œ jœ œ jœ
can ye chant, ye

œ jœ œ jœ
can ye chant, ye

œ jœ œ jœ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ œ Jœ .œ œ jœ
lit– tle birds, And

.œ œ jœ .œ œ jœ
lit– tle birds, And

.œ œ œ .œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

1 1 2 . B O N N Y D O O N

James MillerRobert Burns (1759–96)

295Scottish/ Ir i sh  Songs


