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CAsT

Pinkhes, an innkeeper, baritone

Toybe, his wife, mezzo-soprano

Misha, their son, a student, zenor

Khane, their daughter, soprano

Golde, their ward, soprano

Benjamin, Golde’s American uncle, baritone
Jerome, his son, an actor, baritone

Berke, a cobbler, baritone

Yankl, a deaf tailor, baritone

Motke, a choir singer, baritone

Sheyndl Rivke, a woman, spoken

Brokhe Sheyndl, a woman, spoken
Sheyndl, a woman, spoken

Kalmen Klyamke, a matchmaker, aritone
Avrom, a Lithuanian Jew, si/ent

Shayke, a visitor, baritone

Servant, spoken

Chorus, SATB

SCENE

Act 1—Russia
Acts 2 and 3—America

ORTHOGRAPHY AND PrRoNUNCIATION NOTES

The text underlay is romanized according to zeater-loshn (theater language), a form of
Volhynian-Yiddish dialect, whose pronunciation must be used in performances for both
authenticity and rhyming purposes. For pronunciation guidance, see the following table;
however, because the romanization does not distinguish between long and short vowels 4,
¢, 1, and » and fails to indicate stress, performers should consult a Yiddish expert for help
with pronunciation. Capitalization has been added for personal names, and punctuation
has been judiciously added to mark sentences, phrases, and English words.

Sounds Pronounce as in

Vowels

a American hot (IPA: ») or father (IP4: a:)

ay fight

e fed or the (IPA4:9)

ey fate

1 fit or feet

o foster

oy foist

u foot or food

Consonants

dzh Jet

g get

kh German Bach (IPA: y) (JEROME pronounces as k)
ng hunger (not singer)

r brief trill (IPA: r) or trill (IPA: x or R) (JEROME pronounces as American x)
ts fats

tsh fetch

zh measure

b,d, f, h, kL, m, n,p,s,sh, t,v,y, z, pronounce as in English
Two-consonant syllables ending in | or n: pronounce as though including e (3); examples: bl as bel, khl as khel,
pl as pel; gn as gen, shn as shen, tsn as tsen
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OPENING CHORUS

FREYT AYKH
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(Toybe, Pinkhes, Kalmen, Chorus)

Russia. PINKHES and TOYBE, outside Pinkbhes the innkeeper’s house.

Moderato
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SOLO WITH CHORUS

N O.

KANELE

KANELE,

(Jerome, Chorus)
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NO. 12. ARTA
A GRUS FUN DEM NAYEN RUSLAND
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FINALE

MIR VINTSHN ALE

16.

(Ensemble)
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