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SCENE

Summer of the present day [1913], in an eastern seaport of the United States.

Synoprsis (WRITTEN BY GEORGE CHADWICK)

CATANI (the padrone) is owner of a restaurant managed for him by MARTA. He
also employs a number of hurdy-gurdy men and girls. Among the latter is MARTA’s
daughter MARIETTA, whose elder sister FRANCESCA is a waitress in the restau-
rant. CATAND’s wealth and influence make him an important character among his
compatriots, whom he rules with a somewhat despotic power. MARIETTA is
betrothed to MARCO, who is on his way to America from Trapani, the former home
of MARTA and her daughters. It is proposed that MARIETTA and MARCO shall
be married immediately upon his arrival and clearance by the immigration authorities,
and all the preliminaries of the marriage have been arranged by MARIETTA.
FRANCESCA and MARCO had once been lovers, but his affections were transferred
to the younger sister, and FRANCESCA nourishes a jealous hatred for her successful
rival. CATANI, meanwhile, has become infatuated with MARIETTA and is ignorant
of her attachment to MARCO.

The action begins on the eve of MARCO’s arrival, and MARIETTA has just
announced her approaching marriage to her friends, when CATANI appears and
learns the situation. He is furious at losing her and declares to MARIETTA that he
means her for himself. She defiantly asserts her devotion to MARCO, and fearing an
attempt by CATANI to frustrate her plans, she warns him that any injurious interfer-
ence by him will certainly meet with punishment. CATANI then learns privately from
FRANCESCA that MARCO has lately served a prison sentence in Italy. She also
admits that she still loves him and is bitterly resentful of his preference for her sister.
CATANI shows her that MARCO’s prison record, if disclosed to the authorities, will
send him back to Trapani, and craftily intimates that if it were made possible for her to
join him there, with a marriage portion in her purse, his former love might easily be
revived. Working thus upon her emotions, CATANI easily gets her promise to betray
the lovers by denouncing MARCO to the immigration officials, but without involving
CATANTI in her treachery.

On the following morning, the ship duly arrives, and MARCO is met by his
betrothed and the others. CATANI, by a change of attitude, has partially convinced
MARIETTA that his motives are friendly and she does not refuse the benefit of his
influence in securing immediate speech with MARCO pending the examination of his
papers. These papers bear an assumed name, by which deception he hopes and expects
to escape deportation. He is greeted rapturously by MARIETTA, who proudly displays
their marriage license already secured to her, wherein his true name appears. MARCO
is momentarily alarmed lest this use of his name may lead to mischief, but she replaces
the paper safely in her bodice, and his examination proceeds without untoward inci-
dent until FRANCESCA, tormented by her sister’s happiness and CATANI’s subtle
taunts, interposes and declares the name and character assumed by MARCO to be
false—that he is a jail-bird, and she gives his true name, calling on MARIETTA to dis-
prove it if she can by showing their marriage license. MARIETTA, overcome by horror,
is speechless, and MARCO, seeing the futility of denial, admits his identity, whereupon
he is taken in custody and sent aboard the ship. MARIETTA sinks upon a bench in
grief and despair, while FRANCESCA, realizing at last the enormity of her baseness,
throws herself at her sister’s feet and begs forgiveness, declaring the real offender to be
CATANI. At the name, MARIETTA starts to her feet and with bitter irony asserts
that CATANI cannot have been thus guilty—that he is her friend—and finally, in an
access of fury, plunges a knife into his heart. He dies, calling for a priest, and MARI-
ETTA is seized by the officers of the law. At this moment, her wedding party is heard
returning from the priest’s, where they have been to prepare him for the ceremony.
They appear, bearing garlands of roses for the bride and singing gaily. As the scene
greets them, they cease with stifled cries, and the curtain descends.



ACT 1

Scene: The interior of an Italian restaurant owned by CATANI, the padrone, and conducted by MARTA in his employ. The room is on the
street floor, the main entrance at the upper right hand corner, set diagonally. On the upstage side are two windows, the lower sash of which
are painted white with the restaurant sign on the reverse side. Backing these windows is a street drop. At right is another window of good size,
painted like the others and also backed to show a street effect. The room is equipped with suitable tables, chairs, etc. At left are a cashier’s desk
and a cigar counter. On the same side, upstage, is a swinging door, supposed to lead into the kitchen and to give access to living rooms upstairs.
On the walls of the room are hung various cheap prints and advertisements in the Italian language, the most conspicuous being a large
picture of a steamship, advertising a line sailing to and from Italian ports. This picture hangs on the wall behind the counter.

At rise of curtain, several customers are seen at tables occupied with the evening meal. At the table nearest the street door, DINO and TONY
are engaged at a game of dominoes. Others, including FRANCESCA, are looking on. MARTA is seated at her desk occupied with accounts.
The game of dominoes is concluding as the curtain rises, and TONY angrily pushes the pieces into a confused heap on the table and shoves back
his chair. The spectators, with the exception of FRANCESCA, turn away, some seating themselves at tables. DINO laughs at TONY's defeat.
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ACT =2

Scene: A steamship pier (steerage division) represented as a space on a covered pier open on the water side, showing the forward part of a
steamship lying alongside the pier. A part of the upper deck is shown, together with the bridge. On the pier, a picket fence encloses a passage leading
to the right to some benches. At the onstage end of each bench stands a high desk, the posts of the IMMIGRATION INSPECTORS. On the left,
up and down, s a railing with a swinging gate. Another gate, at the foot of the gangplank from the ship, gives direct access to the stage.

As the curtain ascends, the DECK HANDS are getting the gangplank ashore, the BOATSWAIN 1s in charge on deck whose whistle is heard
at intervals as he executes the commands of the FIRST OFFICER on the bridge. A number of TOURISTS are seen on the upper deck: YOUNG
LADIES and MEN, giving the impression of Cook'’s Tourists. A crowd of EMIGRANTS have gathered on the deck by the rail and are

exchanging excited greetings with friends on the pier, consisting of the persons in Act One. The gangplank is made fast, and the CREW handling it
go aboard at the sound of the BOATSWAIN'S whistle, and a chain is placed across the gangway. At each gate stands a GUARD in uniform and a

POLICE OFFICER. During the first scene, the IMMIGRATION INSPECTORS enter and take their positions at their desks. The CHIEF

INSPECTOR stands near one of the desks overlooking the scene. Sounds of a donkey-engine and hoisting tackle are heard at intervals off at left.

The scene is one of apparent confusion, the shouts of the EMIGRANTS and replies from friends on the pier, mingling with the commands of the

FIRST OFFICER, the responses of the BOATSWAIN and CREW, the occasional bursts of song from the TOURISTS, etc.
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