
Beth Christensen, Erin Conor, and Marian Ritter

Í A-R Editions, Inc.
Middleton, Wisconsin

INFORMATION LITERACY IN MUSIC
AN INSTRUCTOR’S COMPANION

Edited by

Co-published by

Music Library Association

and

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page iii



ISBN 978-0-89579-856-5

A-R Editions, Inc. Middleton, Wisconsin 53562
© 2018 All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America
1 3 5 7 9 8 6 4 2 

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page iv



Table of Contents

Acknowledgments ix

Introduction x

Assignments Categorized by Learning Outcome xiii

Assignments Categorized by Instruction Scenario xv

1 Applied Music
Contemporary Viola Music: Top Picks from the Oberlin 

Conservatory Viola Studio 1
Kathleen A. Abromeit

Introduction to Opera: Researching a Role and Analyzing an 
Opera Scene 5
Kathleen A. Abromeit and Victoria Vaughan

Oboe and String Seminars 10
Andrea Beckendorf

Using Varied Score Editions, Sound Recording Renditions, and 
Other Sources to Inform Performance-Related Decisions 13
Misti Shaw and Emily Vickers

Voice Seminar 20
Andrea Beckendorf 

Writing for Conductors: Conducting Research for Publication 24
Verletta Kern and Giselle Wyers 

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page v



2 Ethnomusicology
Bias and Perspective in World Music Sources 29

Jill Westen

Introduction to Ethnomusicology 36
Emily Ferrigno

3 Interdisciplinary
Critical Approaches to Information Literacy and Authentic 

Assessment Using Wikipedia 41
Kathleen DeLaurenti

An Interdisciplinary Touchstone: Music in the Visual 
Design Environment 47
Rachel E. Weiss and Vickie Phipps

4 Introduction to Research and Writing
Introduction to Music Traditions: a Multi-Session Freshman 

Library Experience 53
Marsha Miller and Terry Dean 

Modeling Scholarship for Sound Students through Wikipedia 68
Maribeth Clark and Theresa Burress

The Mozart Effect: Teaching Source Evaluation 75
Mandi Goodsett 

What Is Music Notation? 84
Tom Bickley

5 Jazz
Finding and Evaluating Music Scores in a Master’s Level Course 

on Research Methods for Jazz Studies 91
John Murphy and Donna Arnold

6 Music Business
Company Profiles Assignment 95

Veronica Wells and Keith Hatschek

7 Music History
Context, Reliability, and Authority: Grove Dictionary through the Years 99

Amy Strickland

vi INFORMATION LITERACY IN MUSIC

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page vi



CONTENTS vii

Evaluating Editions of Printed Music 104
Sara Haefeli and Kristina Shanton

Guided Research Journal Assignment 108
Sara J. Beutter Manus

An Introduction to Music Research Tools 112
Laura E. Kennedy and Patricia Puckett Sasser

Music History and Repertory: Critical Research Fluency for 
Harvard Undergraduates, a Team Approach 121
Liza Vick, Anne C. Shreffler, Monica Hershberger, 
Emerson Morgan, and Natasha Roule

Professional Music Collection Project 130
Brian McMillan, Cynthia Leive, and Cathy Martin

Race in American Music: A Student-Curated Library Exhibit 135
Louis Epstein 

Research Labs in an Introductory Music History Course 142
Jill Westen

Sit Back and Relax: The Students Are Teaching Class Today 152
Scott Stone

Specialized Music Reference Tools: Thematic Catalogs, Composer 
Works Lists, and Collected Editions 155
Misti Shaw

Understanding and Writing Discursive Footnotes 160
Misti Shaw

8 Music Education
Conducting Research in Music Education: Searching the Literature 165

Patrice Madura Ward-Steinman

9 Music Therapy
Annotated Bibliography in Support of a Music Therapy Theory of Intervention 169

Kamile Geist and Carla Williams

Clinical Annotated Bibliography for Music Therapy 172
Jennifer Fiore and Ed Roth

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page vii



10 Music Theory and Composition
Playlist Assignment for Composition Seminar 175

Cynthia Van Maanen and Jacey Kepich

11 Popular Music
American Popular Music 183

Verletta Kern

The Beatles 187
Verletta Kern

12 Special Collections and Sheet Music
Black Music Literacy: Classical Edition 191

Melanie Zeck and Erin Glasco

Learning about Sheet Music through Library Holdings 205
Michael Saffle

Primary Sources in Interdisciplinary Music Research 209
Kirk Doran

Unburying Treasures: Teaching Archival Methods to Music Students 213
Winston Barham and Matthew Vest

13 Studying Music Abroad
Envisioning Research: Information Literacy for Study Away 219

Patricia Puckett Sasser

Teaching British Musical Theatre in Japan 223
David Chandler

Appendix: The ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for 
Higher Education 231

Glossary 239

Further Reading 242

About the Authors and Editors 244

Index 246

viii INFORMATION LITERACY IN MUSIC

150-24_01_FM_ppi-xvi  3/21/18  11:20 AM  Page viii



1
APPLIED MUSIC

Information literacy is an essential attribute for performers. Applied musicians need to find
and evaluate editions of printed music, locate and assess a variety of recorded performances, find
historical background and context, and tap into a variety of pedagogical approaches. Although
the assignments in this chapter are written for specific areas of performance, many of their un-
derlying principles are easily adapted for diverse performing media: the skills and methodology
they impart are transferrable. These assignments take musical scholarship out of the traditional
classroom and bring the importance of information literacy to the practice room, the perfor -
mance hall, and beyond.

CONTEMPORARY VIOLA MUSIC: TOP PICKS FROM THE OBERLIN
CONSERVATORY VIOLA STUDIO

KATHLEEN A. ABROMEIT

INTRODUCTION

The Oberlin Conservatory offers individual private lessons in all areas of instrumental and
vocal study. Viola students have individual lessons as well as weekly studio classes and an occa-
sional class with the entire string division throughout the year. The viola studio consists of un-
dergraduate viola performance majors ranging from first year to fourth. The assignment focuses
on repertoire discovery.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

During the students’ first year at Oberlin, they have three scaffolded assignments in the in-
troduction to music history course, so they have already been introduced to the facility and staff
and have completed a somewhat extensive assignment using our online catalog. They have also
completed assignments that require the use of Grove Music Online as well as the use of databases
to locate secondary literature (Music Index, RILM). Building on these previously-developed
skills, repertoire discovery is an important skill for the performer as they transition to the profes-
sional world. With that in mind, students will learn to: 

•Identify and locate contemporary compositions.
•Evaluate repertoire.
•Understand citation style.
•Create an annotated bibliography.

1
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ASSIGNMENT

This assignment requires students to find and critically evaluate scores and recordings for
five contemporary compositions for viola or viola and piano. It aligns with the “Information has
Value” frame in the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education. Perfor ming
musicians understand the music marketplace, and their place in it. They would like to be paid for
their creative efforts, and also want some control over their artistic work. With that in mind,
repertoire discovery is a tool used when working towards the goal of professional readiness. 

CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION

The class meets in the Conservatory Library’s electronic classroom. The teaching is collab-
orative with the viola faculty member, and time is divided evenly between the librarian and the
viola teacher.

(1) Searching OBIS (The Oberlin College online library catalog)—using subject headings
such as:

Viola and piano music—20th century
Viola music—20th century
or doing keyword searches using terms such as “viola contemporary”

(2) Using webpages such as viola.com, the New Music USA Online Library (http://library
.newmusicusa.org/), or other pages the students know that might include repertoire

(3) DRAM (http://www.dramonline.org/), using the instrument limiter of “viola”
(4) Music Index, using search terms such as “contemporary viola music” to locate reviews

or announcements for recent publications
(5) Newspaper sources that might list concert reviews and new repertoire

The studio is quite small (with only fifteen students present), which can lead to a lot of discus-
sion and input about search strategies and ideas. 

Next, the viola teacher instructs the class on how to evaluate the piece and determine its
difficulty rating. The teacher offers examples from common repertoire that are familiar, rating,
for example, the William Walton viola concerto as a very difficult piece. The group discusses the
Walton concerto, considering attributes like meter, key signature, tempo, rhythmic complexities,
articulation, range, and dynamic levels. Modeling this kind of evaluation provides the students
with a clearer idea of how they should approach the assignment.

ASSESSMENT

The success of this project is measured through peer assessment, which involves students
grading the work of their peers with set criteria. The criteria used includes:

•Did the assignment contain five pieces?
•Was a citation for a score and recording included?

2 INFORMATION LITERACY IN MUSIC
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•Did the abstract include information about things like: meter, key signature, tempo,
rhythmic complexities, articulation, range, and dynamic levels?

•Was a difficulty rating included?

No grades are given, but feedback is provided. This process transfers some ownership of
the assessment to individual students, potentially increasing their motivation and engagement.
In doing so, students are encouraged to learn more deeply, to build their understanding, and to
gain insight into their own approach to assessment in comparison to their peers. This process
may help students develop judgment skills, critical abilities, and self-awareness.

FUTURE PLANS FOR THE ASSIGNMENT

This assignment lends itself to using a bibliographic management tool where students can
both gather the information and share it with the rest of the studio. Another option is using a
cloud-based file sharing system such as Google Docs. Either way, students learn about collabo-
rative research and tools that are available.

Ultimately, this kind of project can lead to publication, whether formal or informal. For
example, the information could be added to a studio website or blog. If the platform were a li-
brary webpage or an online library guide, the students could, for example, include links to library
holdings, and Grove Music Online.

APPLIED MUSIC 3
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4 INFORMATION LITERACY IN MUSIC

CONTEMPORARY VIOLA MUSIC––ASSIGNMENT
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